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It seems lately more and more lately people are permanently inking their bodies with tattoos. 

People of all ages are spotted getting them and those from all different backgrounds. On any given day 

one can spot a tattoo being done in a shop about every five minutes, may it be the average business man 

or a young girl whose receiving her first with a big smile. Which is more interesting is the rise in the 

number of people who are heavily tattooed. All of these people coming from different backgrounds and 

with different stories. Not long ago tattooing did not experience the popularity in mainstream culture as it 

does today. The question that must be asked in order to understand this fascination that popular culture 

has had with tattoos is why people getting tattoos are and why is body art growing popular in mainstream 

today? 

The intolerance towards peoples with tattoos and especially those who are heavily tattooed is still 

there and may always be. These days tattoos are not looked down upon as much as they were back a 

decade or so ago. There was a time where inked people were considered ‘low lives’ or ‘criminals’ 

basically because of their choice to get a tattoo. Due to the mainstream of the world not accepting the 

practicing of tattoos many tattooists and their clients went into an underground state. It was a time where 

it was difficult to find an artist to tattoo you if you were even brave enough to carry the ‘low life’ or 

‘criminal’ label on your shoulders wherever you went by majority of the population. Many cities even 

banned tattooing based on the thought that it was morally wrong and even a health risk. But this was 

coming from people who were ignorant towards understanding tattooing as a whole. In fact, the art of 

tattooing was still illegal in New York city until 1993. The mystery that surrounds tattooing has always 

created ignorant ideas from people who are misinformed. 

 

   

If you look back to how people treated people with tattoos then and how many ‘normal’ people have them 

today you may find yourself confused. The world has changed, specifically in mainstream society. These 

days one can throw a rock and hit a tattoo shop, and this number is growing. But why the change of 

heart? Why is it that tattoos are so popular these days?  We may never fully know the answer when it 

comes to mainstream because this is constanty changing. But we can take some guesses. We all, myself 

included, like to think that we stand out from the crowd. Most of us have modified our bodies regardless 

the glances and stares. My personal opinion is that many of these glances are from those who wish they 

had the guts to exert their own personality in such a beautiful way. But I find the looks less and less. 

Seeing as having brightly died hair, or getting pierced, tattooed and modified is growing it is pushing away 

the shock factor for a more accepting view. 

   

 

It is obviously clear that tattoos have broken through their mysterious outlaw image in a sense. To many 

people it is a sign of rebellion that they wear proudly on the outside to show how they feel on the inside. 

But it goes even deeper than rebellion. Our culture has come a long way in what is seen as conservative 

and have exasperated many other ways of rebellion and more importantly ways of expressing 

themselves. People have already seen it all and it was only a matter of time before they moved on and 

found something else. To a lot of people that would be tattoos. There is no greater commitment to 



something then to wear it permanently for everyone to see. The public has become fascinated with this 

concept of permanence and the beauty of a well executed tattoo. Somewhere down the line culture 

decided to turn their ignorance and fear into fascination. The fascination of being able to take control of 

one's body with permanent markings is becoming more apparent among people.  

 

   

 

 

Tattoos also have become methods of therapy. They have become solutions to making people 

feel better about themselves. It seems many people get tattooed at low points in their lives, and the work 

is therapeutic that way. They feel boxed in, jammed up, unable to force a change anywhere in their lives- 

so they change the one thing they can for certain, their skin. People have found this in tattooing and 

because of this it are becoming more and more accepted as more and more people are getting tattooed.  

Taking control of one's body is a major draw to the art of tattooing. In a world of chaos and turmoil does it 

not make sense that one would want to take control in a way that is possible for them and reliable? The 

tattoo will never go away which fascinates some people but also scares many; it will not change unlike 

the world. If a person can choose to wear something on them that will not go away and not change then 

they feel a sense of power, the power to control oneself in a healthy yet rebellious way.  

 

  

 

It seems acceptable for a person now to mark their body with something that means something. Inking 

your body with a memory that you never want to let go of and never have to. People get tattoos when 

something monumental has happened to them. In a world of artificial amusement and products, many 

people are looking for a genuine experience, one that can change the way they think about themselves 

but in a controlled manner. What was considered to be delinquent behaviour is now considered a genuine 

experience by pop culture. It is also considered to be an acceptable means of expression and 

commitment. Society has changed and quite rapidly and always will. My generation may be tattooed but 

the next may not. It all depends on what’s popular and accepted and what’s not. There is still a sense of 

tradition that people hold on to, that tattoos are bad. As a whole popular culture has embraced the art of 

tattooing and with that there has grown acceptance. Tattoos will never go away and they will always be 

part of our culture due to the desire of mankind to control and express oneself. 


